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his attendants, his irregular soldiery, his local guard;
all rendered him prompt obedience and feudal duty,
ivpuid by liberality, protection, and often maintenance.
Few and far between were his or their communications
with Staxnbool, except it were to send some occasional '
remittance, more in the form of a present than of a
clue ; or to answer to the call of military service when
Austria threatened the Western frontiers, or Cossack
marauders broke in too often on the north. Taking
till in all, the yearly state contributions of landlord
and tenants amounted to about one in forty, or 2j per
cent.; nor were the local burdens of the semi-serfs
much heavier. In fine, Kara-Ibraheem, or whatever
was the name of the Sipahee family-founder, had a
good time of it, and his tenants not a bad one.

Here, in like manner, but with a still increasing
absolutism of independence, his heirs lorded it after
him. Each and all registered in the chronicle of local
memorials and events: this one by his exploits in
Caudia had merited a further extension of the heredi-
tary demesnes; that one built the mosque close by,
and inscribed his name on the portal; a third cast
the causeway, now broken up and disjointed, over the
adjoining marsh, or bridged the Kara-Soo torrent (half
the streams in Turkey are Kara-Soo, i.e. 'black water')
in the valley where the caravan road falls in from
Diar-Bekr; a fourth erected the ogee-arched fountain
by the road-side, and the 'Tekkeh/ or chapel of ease,
under yon poplar group, where dwelt some dervish
much reputed for Mahometan sanctity. In those days
the. peasantry on the lands amounted to three, four,
five thousand families; a call of ' Jihad/ or Holy War
(all Mahometan wars are 'holy/ on condition, so runs
the orthodox comment, that the commencement of
hostilities be on the other side), mustered two thousand